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Next?                    This map includes the 
          dive designs for the seven 
        most recent record jumps. 
       As larger formations are 
     attempted, note that the size 
    of the base, or closely- arranged 
   center, has become smaller while 
   the number of ‘whackers,’ the looser 
   strings attached at one point to the 
  group, has increased. These changes 
  allow formation to build more 
  efficiently. 
   

Formation skydiving involves 
arrangements of skydivers in a stable 
‘belly-to-earth’ freefall, holding arms, 
legs, or grips on other divers’ jumpsuits. 
In a sport known as big-way formation 
skydiving, groups coordinate as many 
divers as possible in a single formation. 
In less than 40 years, the world record 
big-way has grown dramatically and 
events have been hosted across the globe 
as this challenge has been taken up by the 
international skydiving community. The 
current world record for the most skydivers 
in one formation is 400 jumpers and was 
set in 2006 by the World Team. 
  The Fédération Aéronautique 
       Internationale (FAI), the governing 
                body for airsports worldwide, 
                      establishes requirements and 
                           recognizes official records. 
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Dive Design                     Since 1999, Thailand’s 
                  Royal Sky Celebration 
                   has hosted many of the 
         world’s largest formation 
       skydives; this event, held in honor 
            of the country’s monarch, offers 
      skydivers the support of Royal Thai 
       Air Force pilots and aircraft. 
           Jumpsuit colors in the dive designs 
            have been modeled after the 
              country’s flag.  
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   The World Team is a collaboration of elite formation skydivers, 
who have met to set records for more than a decade. The ‘94, 
’96, ‘99, ’04, and ‘06 records were set by those respective years’ 

World Teams. The most recent, the 2006 team, included 
400 formation divers from 27 different countries. 

At Thailand’s Royal Sky Celebrations, the Royal Thai 
Air Force flies for the World Team; for the 2006 record, 

RTAF pilots flew five C-130 Hercules aircraft to 
carry jumpers to exit altitude. 

  - Sources -               
The World Team: www.theworldteam.com

The Aviation Zone: www.theaviationzone.com
Fédération Aéronautique Internationale: www.fai.org
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